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    Why Grassroots?  The Benefits of Grassroots Organizing 

Since grassroots organizing is time and labor intensive many organizations remain skeptical about whether it is worth the effort.  Consider the following points to help  “sell” organizing.

1. Influence Policy: Impact state or federal policies by generating personal contacts – calls, letters, meetings, etc., - with state legislators or members of Congress.
2. Maximize Voter Turnout:  Grassroots organizing is the most effective way for nonprofit organizations to engage in permissible nonpartisan voter engagement efforts including voter registration, education and Get Out the Vote.
3. Complements Traditional Strategies:  Grassroots strategies do not replace traditional lobbying, communications and media efforts but they do complement them, providing cover and support for lobbyists and volunteers for campaigns.
4. Energizing:  Grassroots organizing creates a sense of energy, excitement and momentum that can strength an organization or voter engagement campaign.
5. Antidote to Cynicism:  Grassroots puts a “human face” on an issue which helps counteract the deep cynicism and apathy many people feel about advocacy, politics, and government.
6. Cost Effective:  Grassroots organizing relies predominantly on volunteers and therefore offers a more cost-effective way to impact public policy and engage voters.
7. Maximizes Our Advantages:  Effective grassroots organizing only requires compelling issues/messages to organize around and people to organize.  We have the issues and we have the people!  Organizing allows us to take advantage of both.
8. Power:  A strong and engaged base of grassroots volunteers is a concrete demonstration of power!
9. Winning:  Grassroots tactics can make the critical difference when it comes to passing a policy agenda, stopping hostile legislation or maximizing voter turnout.  Organizations and campaigns that ignore grassroots organizing have been losing more and more in recent years.
10. Long-term Capacity:  Recruiting and engaging a base to influence policy and maximize voter turnout on an ongoing basis prevents constantly reinventing the wheel.
11. Fundraising:  A motivated base of grassroots volunteers can dramatically expand your organization’s ability to raise financial resources.
12. Membership:  Aggressive grassroots organizing around issues or voter engagement can help attract new members who are drawn to the energy, enthusiasm and results. 
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